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SUBJ: FOREIGN MINISTER ON LOCAL SITUATION 

1. DURING JUNE 15 MEETING WHICH COVERED SEVERAL SUBJECTS 
BEING REPORTED IN SEPTELS, FOREIGN MINISTER ASNAG DESCRIBED 
YEMEN'S CURRENT INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION AS QUIET AND 
RELAXED, NOTING THAT THE 
PERIOD OF CRISIS IS NOW ' OVER". HE INDI 

CATED THAT SHAIKH ABDULLAH AL-AHMAR IS "FINISHED" AS A POLI- 
TICAL FIGURE BECAUSE OF HIS STUPIDITY AND SHORTSIGHTEDNESS. 

HE SAID THAT THE SAUDIS HAVE STILL NOT ENTIRELY UNDERSTOOD 
THIS MESSAGE BUT THAT THEY SHOUL REALIZE THAT AL-AHMAR IS 
NOT A MAN TO BE TRUSTED. ASNAG CONTINUED THAT HE WOULD DO 
EVERYTHING IN HIS POWER TO ASSURE THAT, BECAUSE OF HIS UNRELIABILITY, 
AL-AHMAR WILL NOT BE 

RE NAMED SPEAKER OF THE NEW MAJLIS AL-SHURA TO BE 
ELECTED SOMETIME LATER THIS YEAR. 

ASNAG OBSERVED THAT AL-AHMAR 

REMINDS HIM VERY MUCH OF QADDAFI, AN UNSTABLE PERSON CAPABLE 
OFMAKING COMPLETE SHIFTS IN HIS POLITICAL ALLIANCES 
JUST AS QADDAFI HAS RECENTLY DONE TOWARDS THE MARXIST 
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2. ASNAG INDICATED THAT THE PRESENT CABINET WILL 
REMAIN IN OFFICE UNTIL MAJLIS ELECTIONS LATER THIS 

YEAR. HE ADDED THAT THERE WILL BE SOME INTERIM CHANGES, HOWEVER, 
SPECIFICALLY THAT DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER BARAKAT MAY 
BE REMOVED BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN TRYING TO PLAY BOTH 
SIDES IN THE RECENT HAMDI/AL-AHMAR CONFRONTATION; AND 
ALSO MINISTER OF INTERIOR MUTAWWAKIL, WHO HAS BEEN LONG 
IDENTIFIED WITH THE ABU LUHUM CLIQUE, MAY BE DROPPED. 

IN ADDITION, A NEW MINISTER OF MUNICIPALITIES WILL BE 
NAMED AS THE THE PREVIOUS INCUMBENT MUTAHIR AL-NADHIR, A 
CLOSE FRIND OF SHAIKH AL-AHMAR, WAS RECENTLY FORCED 
OUT OF OFFICE AND IS NOW IN RIYADH NO DOUBT SPREADING 
ERRONEOUS RUMORS ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION HERE. 

3. ASNAG STATED THAT IN THE MEANTIME AL-HAMDI IS ENJOY- 
ING UNPRECENDENTED POPULARITY IN THE COUNTRY AND THAT 
HE INTENDS TO BUILD HIS POSITION AND THAT OF THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT ON THIS BROAD SUPPORT. ASNAG SAID THAT 
AMONG OTHER THINGS HAMDI WILL BE MAKING TRIPS OVER 
THE NEXT FEW WEEKS TO THE MAJOR PROVINCES 

IN ORDER TO EXPLAIN THE GOALS OF THE CORRECTIVE 
MOVEMENT AND TO ASSERT HIS LEADERSHIP AS WELL AS THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. ASNAG AGREED THAT 
THE NEXT SIX MONTHS TO A YEAR WILL BE CRITICAL AS 
HAMDI AND HIS COLLEAGUES WILL NOW HAVE TO CARRY OUT THE 
PROMISES FOR REFORM WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN MAKING OVER 
THE LAST YEARS. 
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